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THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



[AuGDST 19, 1858. 



that loveth not abideth in death !' and that of Jesus Christ 
Himself, ' He that loveth me not kecpeth not my precepts ! ' 
and thus to render those worthy of enjoying Go:i through 
eternity who never loved God all their life ! Behold the 
Mystery of Iniquity fulfilled ! Open your eyes at length, 
my dear father, and if the other aberrations of your 
casuists have made no impression on you, let these last, 
by their very extravagance, compel you to abmdon them. 
This is what I desire from the bottom of my heart, for your 
own sake and for the sake of your doctors ; and my prayer 
to God is, that He would vouchsafe to convince them how 
false the light must be that has guided them to such a 
precipice ; and that He would 611 their hearts with that 
love of Himself from which they have dared to give man 
a dispensation!""" 

The religion of Christ is, indeed, the religion of love, 
and notof fear; and we cannot nioie suitably close what 
■we have said on this subject than in the language of the 
Apostle Paul, whoso love to Christ shines so brigh'.ly 
throu^li all his episile<, " Who shall separate m from the 
lovo oi' Christ ? Shall tribulation ? or distress? or famine? 
or nakedness? or danger? or persecution ? or the sword? 
For I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor heiglit, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be ablu to separate ns from the love of God, which is 
in Cliist Jesus our Lord.'' — (Kom. viii. 35-39, l>ou.ay 
Bible.) 



HOW CARBIXAL WISEMAN'S INCEKSE IS 
MADE. 
The use of incense in the Church of Rome must be 
familiar to most of our Koman Catholic readers ; yet, if we 
were to put to each of them this qitestion, ^* What is its 
use ?'' or, " What u?e is it ?" we doubt much if any one 
would be able to tell us. 

Incense is a composition of spices which gives out a 
sweet smell in burning. Moses commanded incense to 
be used in the ceremonial worship of the Old Testament. 
The use of it was general also in the heathen sacrifices 
in ancient times. Tlie Greeks and Romans used incense 
in their sacrifices ; so did the Egyptians, and other 
heathen nations. 'The Jews were repeatedly warned by 
the Prophets not to burn incense to false gods. 

The preaching of the Gospel made a great change. In- 
cense was not used in Christian worship. Early Fathers 
declare that the Christians used no Incense, and that this 
was one of the peculiarities of their religion. This is 
onlylwhat we might have expected ; for the Jewish 
worship of ceremonie! and sacrifices was meant as figures 
of things to come," all which figures, ceremonies, and 
sacrifices were abolished when Christ had come and ful- 
filled the substance. 

How come Christians to use incense now ? Its use, 
with other ceremonies of Jewish or heathen origin, was 
introduced in later times into the Church, when outward 
show was called in to supply the failing strength of faith 
and conviction. We are not now going to trace the 
li'istory of the introduction of incense, but only to inquire 
into its use, if it be of any use. 

On looking over the ritual and ceremonial books of the 
Church of Rome we find that incenss comes in con- 
tinually : almost everything is to be "iacensed." We 
want to understand the use of thi?. 

We suppose that Roman Catholics niii ,-jilmit that the 
burning of incense crnnot takeaway sin, any more than 
the blood of bulls and of goats " Still, wt tear that many 
may be left under a vague kind of notion that the in- 
cense does, in some way, help the cleansing of sin. The 
Church of Rome does, to a great extent, allow the preva- 
lence of notions which she does not define or affirm, nay, 
which on occasion she denies. Bat, whatever ideas of 
this kind may prevail among the people, no intelligent 
Roman Catholic will say that burning incense can have 
any effect in taking away sin. 

The only account of its use which we can suppose to be 
given is this : — " Impressions on the senses are a channel 
for conveying impressions to the mind. A painting, 
statuary, architecture, dress, music, can be used to pro- 
duce impressions of reverence, awe, or delight, so may 
sweet smells ; and all these may bo used to heighten the 
impressions which the act of religious worship ou^^ht to 
produce on our minds." 

We think this is as good ns anything that Roman 
Catholics can say for the use of incense. 

Granting, as we do, that outward impressions on our 
senses can, and may be used, and even ought to be used, 
to promote reverence and delight in worship, we still hold 
that the undue or excessive use of such outward aids may 
be injurious, and even fatal to the spiritual character of 
religious worship ; because the tendency of men is strong 
to rest content with the objects of sense, and to look no 
farther. Thus a to > ceremonial religion degenerates into 
an autward show, and ceases to deserve the name of re- 
ligion. This effect becomes almost inevitable when pub- 
lic worship is performed in a language unknown to the 
people ; for then there is no exercise of mind or soul, and 
the attraction of the worshippers, or rather of the spec- 
tators, has nothing to en;jas;e it but the outward show. 
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The tendency of such a religion to destroy reverence itself 
is mournfully illustrated by the advertisements which we 
see from time to time, in which "Grand High Mass, 
&c., &c," where the spectators are to pay for being present, 
is advertised in the undisguised and unblushing language 
of a theatrical playbill. 

But we do not want now to discuss how fur Roman 
Catholics exceed due moderation in the use of incense in 
their worship ; but whether they can justify it at all as 
tending to produce greater reverence in the worship of 
God. Has it that effect ? Does it give the priests them- 
selves a revcreniial feeling about their own ceremonial 
worship ? If it does not, surely nothing can be said for it 
on the grounds which we have above suggested as likely 
te be used by Roman Catholics in defending it. 

We fear that Roman Catholic priests themselves have 
but little reverential feeling for those things which they 
use in their worship to produce effects on the senses of 
the people. 

We have seen in the Tablet of July 24 a letter on the 
subject of incense, which letter is signed "Father 
Thomas." We believe this " Father Thomas" (whose 
letters often appear in the Tablet) is one of the priests 
attached to " St. George's Cathedral," which is Cardi- 
nal Wiseman's own cathedral, in London. We really 
cannot read this letter without a feeling of shame, be- 
cause it is so hard to feel that the man who wrote it 
can have any real feeling of reverence for the things he 
writes of ; and we are ashamed for the sake of religion 
that any "priest" could write about anything connected 
with his own religion in a manner so thoroughly and 
heartlessly irreverent. Yet, neither for this letter, nor 
for any former letter, do we hear that this " Father 
Thomas" has been rebuked by Cardinal Wiseman, or by 
the other authoriiies of that cathedral in which, we 
believe. Father Thomas officiates. The Tablet publishes 
the letter as if it were unobjectionable— nay, as if it were 
a " decided catch'' to get hold of it, and apparently with- 
out any .apprehension that the reverential feelings of any 
Roman Catholic could be hurt by it. And in two 
numbers since published, the Tablet does noi"exprcss any 
shame at having published the letter, or aiiy disgust at 
its irreverence. 

The letter commences thus, with the usual abruptness 
of Father Thomas : — 

ST. OEOBOE's ^ISCEXSE. 

Qum oUbenam, opt. 

Gum Stjrai, opt. .. 

Myrrh 

Benzoin 

Cuscarella bark 

Balsam ofl'olu. 
Tius is the premiere cateff07^ — count it up yoarselt', for 1 
cannot. Now for the seconde categoric : — 

lb. oz. B. d. 

Onm olibannni, opt. ..1 ... 1 6 

Benzoin 2 .. 6 

Cascarella bark .. ..0 OJ .. IJ 
There — that will do well enough for the colj norlli or lbs 
rural districts; it will do for any place, only, mind, break the 
f/jims well without loosenioK your teeth ; rather difficult for 
Ibose thut cannot chump glass, as a frieiij ot mine prides him- 
self on doing. 

The letter then changes the subject abruptly, saying no 
more about incense, but breaking off to consider whether 
the Tablet newspaper can be carried on or not. 

We can trace no feeling of reverence in this letter. It 
smells to us like the extravagant advertisement of a 
puffing perfumer, greedily desirous of selling his wares 
at more than their value. He can suit all customers — 
rich or poor — only the cash must be stirring. 

The perfumer, however, would not publish the disgust- 
ing process by which some sweet perfumes are made. 
Neither would Father Thomas if he had any compre- 
hension of relisious veneration as an ingredient of the 
Roman Catholic mind. " Break the gums well without 
loosening your teeth." Let pass the miserable pun. 
" Rather difficult for those that cannot chump glass, as 
a friend of mine prides himself on doing. " Fancy a 
priest Cfor such we suppose the friend to be — perhaps the 
conip<mnder at St. George's) "chumping'or'cliawiny" 
the gums in his mouth to make the •' incense" for the 
next day's mass ! ! ! Granting even that incense burn- 
ing could increase tUe solemnity of religious rites, can 
religious vcneratioi^ be increased by mixing up nasty 
ideas with sweet smells ? Is there not a dead fly in this 
ointment which maketh it to stink ?" 

An American might express it, that inrensc is made 
by being " catawampously chawed up." The language 
or the idea would not be more repulsive than "Father 
Thomas's." Some of our Roman Catholic readers may 
devoutly wish, for the credit of their religion, that 
Father Thomas himself were subjected to that same 
American process. 

For the common feeling of religious reverence and 
decency we tender our aid in producing such a result ; 
and if poor " Father Thomas" should now, at last, be 
silenced, at least from writing letters in the newspapers 
(which is, perhaps, as far as Cardinal Wiseman will go), 
let reverent Roman Catholics remember that even this 
much regard to public decency will be due tu the Catho- 
lic Layman, and not to The Tablet. 



THE CURIOSITIES OF ROMANISM— IIL 

BAPTISM. 

If there be one feature, more strongly than another cha- 
racteristic of the sacramental institutions of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, it is their extreme simplicitf). In contradistinction, 
at once, to the cumbrous, though significant, ordinances of 
the Jewish ritual, and the gorgeous riles of heathenism, 
which they were destined to supplant and overthrow, the 
two sacraments of the New Testament are simplicity itself. 
Like their Divine Founder, "meek and lowly in heart," 
whoso voice was not heard in the streets, these blessed or- 
dinances come upon the devout worshipper with no " out- 
ward observation," while, addressing themselves to real 
faith, they reveal things invisible. The ingenuity, there- 
fore, of that Church which could travestie tliem as Rome 
has done, is truly a thing to be marvelled at. What, for 
example, can be more strikingly simple, and at the same 
time spiritually sublime, than the ordinance of admission 
to Christ's Church, when His professing followers, and 
their offspring, are baptized with water, " in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." We 
have already reviewed some of the adJitamenta wherewith 
Romanism has cumbered this blessedly simple initial ordi- 
nance of the Christian faith, and we proceed now to 
examine certain other of those strange practices which it 
enjoins at its celebration. 

Before noticing the administration of the baptismal rite 
itself, wc must just take another glance or two at some of 
the rubrical provisions. The apparatus has already been 
remarked, and some of the concluding directions are 
equally worthy of note. One is to the following effect: — 
"The sponsors (sascepfores) are to be admonished con- 
cerning that spiritual relationship which they have con- 
tracted with the person baptized, as well as with the father 
and mother of the same, which relationship is a bar to ma- 
trimony, and annuls it" (impedil matrimomum ae dirimit). 
—P. 24. 

This information may, perhaps, be new to some of onr 
readers, viz., that, without a special dispensation (which, 
of course, is to bo paid for), the sponsor is thus debarred 
from marriage with the parties above specified. Rome's 
reason for this enactment needs no exposure or comment. 
It may not, however, be so generally known that sponsor- 
ship is thus declared to annul marriage/ A case may 
easily be supposed wherein this inconvenience may have 
arisen, whether designedly or not we need not stay to in- 
quire, and it is not difficult to imt^ine what means must 
then be resorted to in order to set matters right with the 
offending parties. Roma omnia venalla. 

The closing admonitions are even more curious. Some 
of our readers will be able to recal without difficulty the 
few words of kind yet solemn admonition with which the 
baptismal service of the United Church of England and 
Ireland closes, respecting the sponsors' due attention to the 
religious training and culture of the baptized infant. The 
motherly care of Rome stands in curious contrast to this. 
The parish priest dismisses his charge, on this occasion, 
with a careful admonition to the parents and nurses, viz., 
not to keep their children in bed with them, while steeping, 
lest theii might be overlaid I There is, certainly, a paren- 
thetical piece of advice as to their education {opportune 
ad Christianam disciplinam instituant) ; but the main point 
of advice with which the service close?, is that the children 
are by no means to be given, for suckling, or nourishment, 
to Jews, and other unbelievers, or heretics (ne filiot 
Hebrceis, aliisque Infidelibus, vel Heereticis mulieribus, 
ullo modo lactandos aut nutritndos tradani). What naivete 
have we here, and tenderness of orthodoxy ! 

It is time, however, that we extract a specimen or two 
of ecclesiastical curiosity from the administration of the or- 
dinance itself. Our reiders, or some of thorn, may be 
anxious to know what use is made of the matters so care- 
fully and ostentatiously prepared, and which we hare 
already noticed, nor can we answer their natural curiosity 
better than by instancing the purpose to which the holy 
salt of baptism is turned. The consecration of this sub- 
stance is thus given in the ritual (p. 16) : — 



* See Ecclesiastes, z. L 



BENEDICTION OF THE SALT. 

I exorcize thee, creature 
of salt, in the name of God, 
the Father Almighty, iji 
and in the charity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, iff and 
in the virtue of the Holy 
Spirit. i{i I exorcize thee 
by the livins God, il|i by the 
true God, i^ by the Holy 
God, iff by God il|< ujho 
created thee for the protec- 
tion of the human race, and 
who ordered thee to be cun- 
leeratfcd by His servants for 
the people arriving at belief: 
in order that in the name 
of the sacred Trinity thou 
mightest be made a salutary 
sacrament, for putting to 
flight the enemy. Where- 
fore, we pray thee, Lord 
I onr God, that sanctifying 
thou wouldest sanctify, i^i 
' and blessing thou wouldest 



BENEDICTIO SALI8. 

Exorcizo tc,creatura salis, 
in nomine Dei Patris omni- 
potentis, iff et in charitate 
Domini nostri Jesu Christ!, 
i^ et in virtute Spiritus ijf 
iiancti. E.\orcizo te per 
Deum vivum iff per Denm 
yerum i^ per Deum sanc- 
tum i{i per Denm iff qui te 
ad tuielam humani generis 
procreavit, et populo reni- 
enti ad credulitatem per 
servos sues consecrari prse- 
ccpit : ut in nomine Sanctse 
Trinitalis efficiens salutare 
• Sacramentnm ad effugan- 
dum inimicum. Proinde 
rogamns te, Domine, Deus 
noster, nt banc oreaturam 
salis sanctificaudo sancti- 
iices iff et benedicendo be- 
ncdicas, i^ ut fiat omnibns 
acripientibus perfect* me- 
dicina, permanens in vis- 



